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Abstract

The Asti-Money Laundering Act of B.E. 2542 (1999) is- the law which enshrines
important measures to deal with the criminals who mastermind serious crimes. There are procedures
in the Act to enable the forfeiture of assets obtained from crimes, in order fo infervene in the vicious
circle of crime so that the criminals gain no further benefit from crime-related finances or assets.
These measures have been very successful in suppressiag and combating criminality. However,
there are effects on the victims. The victims suffer because they cannot retsieve the monies or assets
lost as a result of the crimes, because all of the proceeds of crime are forfeited to the state.

The Aati-Money Laundering Act of B.E. 2542 (1999) includes a provision to protect the
nights of victims. In Section 49, the final paragraph stipulates that the Secretary-Genperal of the Anti-
Money Laundering Board may forward the matter to the competent officer who is 1nvestigating the
crimes coramitted in order 1o give some protection to the rights of the victim, before forwarding the
case to the prosecutor for consideration to file a petition to the Court, in order to ensure the forfeiture
of the assets for the benefit of the State. However, in practice, the victims do not have sufficient
protection because there are no actual provisions specified 1n the Act to protect the rights of the
victims. The ‘competeant officer’ in predicate offense and procedures to ensure the rights of victims
and their protection have not been clearly stipulated in the Act. Therefore the victims who are the
persons who suffer most 1o predicate offense do oot benefit from the rmeasures in the Act.

In conclusion, in order to resolve the matter of protection for victims, the Anti-Money
Laundering Act of B.E. 2542 (1999) should be amended in order to include clear provisions to assist

the victims in predicate offense. The Act should be amended fo stipulate that the victims io predicate



offense have rights to retneve or be compensated for assets lost. The Act should further stipulate
that the public prosecutor has the duty to protect the rights and assets of the victims. There tore, the

public prosecutor would carry out this duty by making a petition to the Court to protect the victims’

rights, before the Court makes an order of forfeiture of assets to the State.
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