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ABSTACT

It is believed that bringing addicts to a normal justice process will solve the problem.
The solution where punishment is emphasized is to lock them away from the society and put them
behind bar, thereby confining them n a conlrolled area far away from returning to drugs. In fact,
what happeos in the society is that the punishment has rarely led them to total withdraw. As soon
as they are released back to the same environment, there are prone to become addicted again.
Ministry of Justice and Office of the Narcotics Centrel Board have put enormous effort to come
up with the resolution. Drug Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545 was issued to reroute the convicts
charged with drug use and having a small amount of drug in possession from the justice process
by admitting them for pursuit of physical and mental rchabilitation.

The objectives of drug addict rehabilitation are different from punishment. Thus,
measures adopted for rehabilitating drug addicts need to produce remedy and recovery both
physically and mentally in order for them to completely turn their back on drugs. Without such
physical and mental remedy and recovery, the result of rehabilitation in which the convicts are
rerouted is indifferent from that of the normal justice process. Whether the centers of drug
rehabilitation are in state hospitals or estabhished specifically to provide the addicts assistance and
advice, psychtatrisis are there for consultancy. The follow-up process is implemented to monitor
them within a certain period of time as they arc back to the same e¢nvironment and society that
had led them to addiction, live a normal life as well as stay mentally and physically healthy and
away from further drug use. These are the genuine objectives of rerouting the convicts charged

with drug vse and having a small amount of drug in possession from the justice process.



i

The Act relating to narcotics imposes those convicted to be sentenced under criminal
law. According to Drug Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545, those charged with drug use and having a
small amount of drug in possession are provided chance to physical and mental rehabilitation in
the center where rebabilitation measures are in practice and medically proven. In addition, the
commifiees according to Drug Rehabilitation Act need to be convinced that the follow-up process
i$ put intc practice and then use their discretion to delermine whether those gone through
rehabilitation are free {rom addiction and out of guilty.

In rechabilitation processes, there still has been a problem in practice especially those
previously charged with drug taking and possession for they commit it later on. In case where the
rehabilitation process needed once more, the practice has to be even more stringent since their
mental state is difficult to cure with normal procedures. Nevertheless, the use of Discretionary
Power of the subcommitiee on the [mplementation of the Rehabilitation of Drug Addict pursuant
to section 33 of the Drug Rehabilitation Act, B.E 2545 should be carefully handled in order to
determine whether the rehabilitation pursuant js physically healthy and mentally stable to return
to the society in order for his own sake and more importantly for the society and the nation as a

whole.
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